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NEW ETHNIC GROUPS. 


a) HE life-size ethnic groups illustrating the appearance 

and culture of the Eskimo, the Indians of the 

Northwest coast, the Indians of the Plains, etc., 

are being supplemented by a new series of groups, 

in miniature but representing more complex 

scenes. One of these, showing a village of the Thompson River 

(B. C.) Indians, with the people pursuing various occupations, 

was pictured in this JouRNAL, Vol. I, No. 10, p. 148. Another of 

the series shows some Eskimo, their snow dwellings, dogs, sleds, 

etc. The latest, recently put on exhibition in the Hall of North 

American Ethnology, represents the Sun Dance of the Arapaho 

Indians. This is quite an elaborate group, including 200 figures, 

each about four inches high. It shows a great circular open frame- 

work lodge, within which the dancers are arranged in a semi- 

circle, the people crowding around outside the lodge. By means 

of these small groups scenes of much greater scope than would be 

possible with life-size groups can be represented accurately and 
effectively. 





THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY. 


(Continued.) 


AHE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY.—Very soon 
after the foundation of the Museum, archzological 
collections from various parts of America began 
to come in. Their number increased rapidly, and 
led to the establishment of a special department 

of the Museum, which was put in charge of Professor Albert S. 
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Bickmore. A number of important collections were purchased, 
which formed the nucleus of the Department. Among these, the 
Morgan collection from the Somme Valley, France, the Davis 
collection from the mounds of Ohio, the Squier collection of 
antiquities of South America and Central America and the Jones 
collection from Georgia are particularly worthy of mention. 
Some of these collections are of historical importance. 

No systematic development of the Department was attempted 
during these years, although a considerable amount of archzo- 
logical and ethnological material continued to be received. 
During this period the primary interest was directed rather to 
the remains of the ancient inhabitants of our continent than to 
a representation of the customs of existing tribes; nevertheless a 
considerable amount of material from North America, as well 
as from South America, began to accumulate. 

One of the most important donations to this Department 
during this period was that of a large collection from British 
Columbia, made by Dr. J. W. Powell of Victoria, B. C., and 
presented to the Museum in 1880 by Mr. Heber R. Bishop. 
About the same time Mr. Appleton Sturgis deposited a large 
collection of objects from the islands of the Pacific Ocean in the 
Museum, which later on was purchased by the Trustees. Fora 
long time these two collections formed the principal ethnological 
exhibits of the Department. The material contained in the 
Bishop collection has been most admirably supplemented by a 
collection from Alaska, which the Trustees purchased in 1887 
from Lieut. G. T. Emmons, who had been collecting ethnological 
specimens during a long-continued stay in that region. In 1894 
this collection was still further improved by the purchase of a 
second collection made by Lieutenant Emmons. Mr. Henry 
Villard engaged Dr. Carl Lumbholtz to carry on for the Mu- 
seum researches in northern Mexico. Later on this work was 
also continued at the expense of the Museum until its comple- 
tion in 1898. 

While thus the ethnological collections of the Museum were 
increasing, the growth of the archzological material also con- 
tinued. In 1880 Mr. James Terry brought to the Museum his 
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large and varied collection, which covers almost the whole of the 
North American continent, and which is particularly rich in 
objects from California and Oregon. In 18g1 this collection was 
purchased by the Trustees. Another valuable archzological col- 
lection which was brought to the Museum about this time was 
that of Mr. Andrew E. Douglass. It contains a great number 
of exquisite specimens, and is arranged so as to show synoptically 
the various types occurring in North America. Shortly before 
his death in 1901, Mr. Douglass donated his entire collection to 
the Museum. ; 

The growth of the Department made it necessary to place it 
under the charge of a special curator. For a number of years 
Professor Bickmore had combined the direction of the Depart- 
ment with numerous other duties connected with the Museum. 
After a few years of experiments the Department of Archzology 
and Ethnology was established under the curatorship of Mr. 
James Terry, who retained this position until 1894. In Janu- 
ary, 1894, Mr. Marshall H. Saville entered on the duties of 
Assistant Curator, and later in the same year Professor F. W. 
Putnam was appointed to the curatorship. With this time com- 
menced the systematic development of the Department by means 
of expeditions organized for the purposes of collecting and re- 
search. The two expeditions which had been entered upon 
under the curatorship of Mr. Terry were continued, but numer- 
ous other enterprises, which were decided upon according to the 
needs of the Department, were organized. 

Owing to the peculiar manner in which the Department had 
grown, the collections were very unsystematic. From some 
regions excellent and exhaustive material had been received, 
while other districts were not represented at all. Since the 
Museum had never undertaken any archeological research, 
there was not a collection that represented the archeology of 
any definite area fully. For this reason it was one of the first 
undertakings of Professor Putnam to send collectors to carry 
on researches in a few typical fields. Mr. Harlan I. Smith ex- 
plored some of the stone graves of Kentucky, while Dr. George 
A. Dorsey and Mr. C. L. Metz carried on similar work in Ohio. 
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It seemed of especial interest to investigate the archeology 
of New York State, more particularly in the vicinity of New 
York City. Work in this region was carried on for a number of 
years by Mr. M. H. Saville, Mr. George H. Pepper, Mr. Harlan 
I. Smith, and of late years by Mr. M. Raymond Harrington. 
Much of the expense of these undertakings has been defrayed 
by friends of the institution. 

The interesting gravels of Trenton, N. J., in which artifacts 
have been found to considerable depths, seemed to require fur- 
ther examination, in order to determine as accurately as possible 
the distribution of such objects in the various layers of the 
gravel. This work, which has been carried on by Mr. Ernest 
Volk, has continued from 1893 up to the present time, and has 
yielded very accurate information on this much-discussed ques- 
tion. The painstaking investigations of Mr. Volk have been 
supported by the liberality of Dr. F. E. Hyde and the Duke of 
Loubat. 

One of the most important inquiries organized by the Mu- 
seum is the archeological investigation of the ruins of the South- 
west. The Museum was enabled to undertake this work by the 
enthusiasm and the liberality of Mr. B. Talbot B. Hyde and Mr. 
Frederick E. Hyde, Jr., who organized an expedition to the 
Southwest in 1894. From 1895 on, the archzological work of 
the expedition has been carried on principally by Mr. George H. 
Pepper. The specimens obtained through these researches are 
of very great interest, and the scientific results are of consider- 
able importance. 

Investigations in Mexico and Central America were also taken 
up with great vigor. The Museum was enabled to carry on 
extensive work in this district, particularly through the liber- 
ality of the Duke of Loubat, who has done so much to advance 
our knowledge of Central America and Mexico. He donated to 
the Museum a complete collection of all the existing reproduc- 
tions of Central American sculptures, so that the student finds 
in this Museum unequalled opportunity for the study of Central 
American antiquities. The Duke of Loubat also sent the well- 
known Americanist, Prof. Eduard Seler, to Mexico in the joint 
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interests of the American Museum of Natural History and the 
Royal Ethnographical Museum of Berlin. 

Later on, Mr. Marshall H. Saville succeeded in obtaining per- 
mission from the Mexican Government for the American Museum 
of Natural History to conduct archzological researches in Mex- 
ico. Based on this agreement, a number of expeditions have 
been undertaken, which again have been largely supported by 
the Duke of Loubat. Mr. Saville has carried on researches in 
the states of Chiapas and Oaxaca, which have yielded results of 
considerable scientific interest, and which have added materially 
to the treasures of the Department. 

Dr. Lumholtz’s expedition, before mentioned, has yielded a 
large amount of archzological material also from the northwest- 
ern parts of Mexico, so that now the Mexican archzological col- 
lections of the Department occupy a prominent place among 
the museums of our time. 

In 1891 Mr. Henry Villard sent Dr. Adolph Bandelier to 
South America to make collections and investigations for the 
American Museum. This work was continued until 1894 at the 
expense of Mr. Villard, and after that time at the expense of 
the Museum. The investigations were completed in 1900. These 
researches of Dr. Bandelier have brought to the Museum a vast 
amount of valuable material, accompanied by accurate notes 
made by the collector, whose great knowledge of the early his- 
tory of America makes him particularly competent to deal with 
these subjects. 

At the time when Professor Putnam was appointed Curator, 
the ethnological collections of the Department, and those relat- 
ing to physical anthropology, were very unevenly developed. 
While some regions were very well represented, collections from 
others were very deficient. In 1895 Dr. Franz Boas was ap- 
pointed Assistant Curator in the Department, to take charge of 
these collections. A number of expeditions which had been or- 
ganized previously brought in a considerable amount of ethno- 
logical material. Dr. Lumholtz sent from northwestern Mexico 
material of very great value. The culture of the people whom 
he investigated showed certain resemblances to the ancient culture 
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of Mexico, as well as to that of the Pueblos. On a renewed 
expedition in 1898 he added considerably to the material pre- 
viously accumulated. On this expedition he was accompanied 
by Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, who devoted his energies to a study of the 
physical types of the Indians of northern Mexico, and who, 
during this and subsequent years, has contributed very largely 
to the growth of the collections relating to physical anthro- 
pology. His investigations were carried out first in connection 
with Dr. Lumholtz’s work in Mexico, and later in connection 
with the Hyde Southwestern expedition. 

In 1895 Lieut. R. E. Peary returned from one of his ex- 
peditions to North Greenland. Since on this expedition he was 
materially assisted by President Morris K. Jesup, the ethno- 
logical material collected from the Eskimo of Smith Sound by 
him became the property of the Museum. 

In 1897 President Morris K. Jesup provided the means for a 
thorough investigation of the tribes of the North Pacific coasts 
of America and Asia. This undertaking, which was organized 
under the name of “The Jesup North Pacific Expedition,” has 
continued for six years, from 1897 to1g02. During this period a 
considerable number of expeditions have been sent into the field; 
and the tribes of the North Pacific coast, beginning in the west 
with the Amur river, in Siberia, including the various native 
tribes between the Sea of Okhotsk and the Arctic sea, and the 
peoples of Alaska, British Columbia and Washington, were in- 
vestigated. The collections brought home by the investigators, 
eleven in number, make up a very considerable portion of the 
ethnological collections of the Department. The scientific results 
obtained by the expedition are extensive, and important contri- 
butions to our knowledge of the tribes of this area have been 
made by the various sections of the expedition. 

Very little work had been done by the Museurn on the Indian 
tribes of the Plains and of California. Investigation in these 
regions was provided for in 1899 by the liberality of Mrs. Morris 
K. Jesup, Mr. Henry Villard and Mr. C. P. Huntington. This 
work has been continued from year to year, partly through the 
support of the patrons of science named, partly by the Trustees 
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and partly by Mr. Archer M. Huntington and Mrs. C. P. Hunt- 
ington. Attention has been paid particularly to securing infor- 
mation regarding the rapidly vanishing tribes, and to securing 
for the Museum specimens illustrating their culture. This work 
is still in progress, and needs vigorous prosecution. The princi- 
pal collections obtained through these researches are from the 
Eskimo of Baffin Bay and Hudson Bay, from various tribes of 
the Plains, and from California and Oregon. 

The political events of the last few years seemed to make it 
desirable that the Museum should expand its activity beyond 
the limits of our continent. It seemed one of the necessary edu- 
cational functions of the Museum to show to the public the forms 
of culture developed in foreign continents. This led to the estab- 
lishment of a Chinese section, the means for which were given 
by an anonymous donor. The work of making these collections 
has been intrusted to Dr. Berthold Laufer, who is spending a 
number of years in China, collecting for the Museum. 

The Department is carrying on its work in many directions. 
It is constantly adding to its collections, and is contributing to 
the advancement of science by numerous publications based on 


its expeditions. The work that the Department has to do is 
extensive and at the same time most urgent, because the native 
races and their remains are disappearing rapidly before the 
advance of our civilization. F. B. 





THE expeditions for fossil horses on the William C. Whitney 
fund, which were so successful last season, will be continued this 
year in eastern Colorado, following the unexplored portions of 
the Protohippus Beds in the hopes of securing a complete skeleton 
of this usually fragmentary animal. At the same time a vigorous 
search will be made in western Nebraska for the same fossil 
species of horse, in the locality where Professor Leidy first dis- 
covered this animal. An expedition for Cretaceous Dinosaurs 
will go to either Wyoming or Montana and the famous Bone 
Cabin Quarry in central Wyoming will be further explored for 
large Jurassic Dinosaurs. 
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